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please visit our website: www.esboces.org

Academic and Athletic World Cup Events
As the U.S. Women’s Soccer team prepared for their fi nal game at the World Cup Olympics this past 
summer, Premm Learning Center (PLC) students in Oakdale were completing their favorite athletic events. 
The word of the day was “soccer” and in addition to being a lot of fun, the games helped the youngsters 
with their motor skills.

As different teams competed, other students toured “countries” set up in the hallways. They carried 
“passports” that were stamped as they entered the varied regions where they tasted a variety of foods 

and learned about local customs. PLC Physical Therapist Nell Kempton explained, “We wanted to 
make the World Cup experience as realistic as possible.”

PLC summer Supervisor Kathy Bedka reported that 
“the Premm staff consists of a fantastic group of 
educators who bring together all the elements of 
education to make learning fun and meaningful.”
PLC is an elementary school for students with 
disabilities. Its mission is to maximize each 
student’s potential to achieve a productive and 
rewarding life.
Preparing to play are (r. to l.): teacher aide Domenica 
MacFall, Tyler G. of the Bay Shore UFSD; teacher Ray 
Patuana, Lukas L. of the Sachem CSD; Adrianna V. of the 
Patchogue-Medford UFSD; and teacher aide John McHugh.

Students who explored possible careers at 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Summer Career 
Exploration sessions at Milliken Technical 
Center (MTC) and Islip Career Center (ICC) 
joined forces with SkillsUSA in hosting a 
Walk-a-Thon. The fundraiser will provide 
a sobriety checkpoint in memory of Suffolk 
County Police Offi cer Glen Ciano who was 
killed in the line of duty when his patrol 
car was truck by a vehicle driven by an 
intoxicated driver. 

The students raised over $500 to add to the 
$2,500 already collected. They say they will 
continue the Walk-a-Thon until $4,000 can 
be sent to Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) and State Farm Insurance, who will 
purchase the sobriety equipment. Anyone 
interested in making a donation can contact 
Mr. Mahoney at MTC Walk-a-Thon, 375 
Locust Avenue, Oakdale NY 11769.

Students Walk for Sobriety Checkpoint

Some of the many students who participated in the 
Walk-a-Thon pose for a photo as they prepare to walk 
around the ESBOCES campuses.
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Haley F. of the Miller Place UFSD looks over 
her “passport.”
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At the Masera Learning Center (MLC) in West 
Islip, Cornell Cooperative Extension’s community 
outreach program representative June DeVito 
visited with students to demonstrate cow milking 
and discuss the many dairy products the animals 
provide. Milk is sometimes called nature’s most 
nearly perfect food, with about 72 percent of the 
calcium in the United States food supply coming from 
dairy, reports the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
MLC summer Supervisor Vito Silecchia explained 
that the summer school program on farming “is an 
innovative way to infuse curriculum requirements 
into fun learning material.”
Summer school concluded with a pizza-making demonstration by local 
pizza maker Anthony of Anthony’s Pizza on Udall Road in West Islip. 
This tied in to the agricultural and economic process of making a pizza, 
the science of growing tomatoes for sauce and turning milk into cheese, 
as well as the sequence of creating farm ingredients that are used to 
make pizza that is sold in stores. “The children are also learning future 
occupational and recreational skills,” said Mr. Silecchia.

Students at Premm Learning Center (PLC) became 
pirates for a day as the Eastern Suffolk BOCES facility 
in Oakdale continued its summer agenda of weekly 
themes providing fun while learning. According to 
summer Supervisor Kathy Bedka, “By becoming 
members of a ‘crew’ the children are learning to work 
together and the importance of communication skills.”
By holding weekly themes – previously it was the 
World Cup Olympics, tying in with the Women’s 
Soccer championship game – a common thread 
weaves through the classrooms where many of the 
students have individual aides. “This way,” Dr. Bedka 
continued, “each classroom is working on the same 
project and sharing in the fun.”

Yo Ho, Mateys Sail the Seas

From the Farm to the Table

Physical therapist Nell Kempton leads a school 
committee in planning the weekly adventures.  
She’s pictured guiding students Feliciano A. of 
the Longwood CSD, and Monika B. of the William 
Floyd UFSD in sword play.

At the Lagoon are Michaela G. of the Brentwood UFSD; teacher 
Maria Rodolico; teacher aide Tom Coffey; Kyle M., Savaar M., and 
Melissa R. of the Patchogue-Medford UFSD; teacher aides Kelly 
Burke and Lauren DeMasi, and Gianni R. of the Sachem CSD.

MLC, an elementary 
learning center for children 
wi th  deve lopmenta l 
disabilities within the 
autism spectrum, provides individualized instruction that fosters the 
development of communication and social skills to increase independence 
through structured learning opportunities.
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Ms. DeVito brought “Butterscotch,” a wooden cow that allows 
children to learn about milking, to MLC. Assisting Alyson J., from 
the Kings Park UFSD, is individual aide Courtney Musemeci.

Ezra W-M., from the Central Islip UFSD, pulls 
out products from Ms. DeVito’s bag of goodies 
demonstrating the large number of dairy products that 
cows provide.

During the school recess months of July and August, an age/grade specifi c 
summer enrichment program run by Extra Edge Learning Opportunities 
in cooperation with Eastern Suffolk BOCES, provided fun while reading, 
writing, and problem-solving. Extra Edge President Bob DelRosso said, “We 
provide a more active, creative climate during the summer. This is a fun-fi lled 
environment that uses a hands-on approach. It’s important to keep fi rst through 
sixth graders actively engaged in learning during these months.”  
A variety of courses were available and each ran for an hour. During the morning 
session at the Academy Elementary School in Bayport, the children took three 
courses beginning at 9 a.m. and ending at noon. Sessions of “Integrated Math 
Puzzles”; “Science Slime, Goo & Ooze”; and “Literacy Readers” were available 
to third and fourth graders while “Science Legoland”; “Integrated Adventure 
Games”; and “Literacy Cook Up a Story” were available for fi rst and second 
graders. For fi fth and sixth graders, there were “Integrated Robotics,” Literacy 
Readers Theatre,” and “Science Orienteering.”

The teachers were 
educators from 
various local school 
districts. Science 
Slime teacher Frank 
Razzo, who teaches 
in the Brentwood 
UFSD during the 
regular school year, 
explained, “This is 
a basic chemistry 
class using different 
c o m p o s i t i o n s , 
consistencies, and 
mixtures.”

Making playdough in the “Science Slime, Goo & Ooze” 
session are (l. to r.): Delano McNeil of the Central Islip 
UFSD, and JiJi Rivera and Sean Davis of the Bayport-Blue 
Point UFSD.

Learning via Summer Enrichment “Camp”



the environment, 
students cultivated 
vegetab les  tha t 
became ingredients 
for pizza. Each class 
had their own plant 
to tend to, including: 
basil, oregano, and  
parsley. Students 
also learned how 
cheese is made from 
milk; participated in a 
“pizza” toss with Frisbees decorated like pizza pies, which incorporated 
mathematics and measurements; and witnessed a pizza-making 
demonstration from Anthony’s Pizza, a local eatery that provided an 
end of summer pizza party.

Winning Artwork Displayed at LongHouse
Eastern Suffolk BOCES students were 
award recipients at the LongHouse 
Reserve Student Awards Ceremony. 
LongHouse founder, Jack Larsen, 
internationally known textile designer, 
author, and collector, holds this event 
each year at his home in East Hampton. 
Using the gardens and sculpture at 
LongHouse as inspiration, students 
have an opportunity to interpret their 
craft of photography, dance, poetry, 
painting, design, and sculpture on Mr. 
Larsen’s 16 acres in East Hampton.
More than 325 students, school staff, and administrators attended the event. Award winning 
entries were displayed and students were presented their prizes.
To view all the winning photos, visit www.longhouse.org/growingmain.ihtml.
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Students Compete in Box Car Derby
Students and staff at the 
Premm Learning Center (PLC) 
in Oakdale operated their 
school-made hot rods during 
the fi rst annual Premm World 
Cup and Box Car Derby.
The day’s events were 
inspired by the News-2-You 
Curriculum, which connects 
students to the world through 
current events. Students 
and staff prepared all week 
creating box cars for the 
derby and turning tumble form 
chairs into student race cars 
for hallway racing.
“The Curriculum Committee 
works very hard to create 
educational and fun activities 

The fastest box car was from Jim Leach’s class. With 
the winning car are (l. to r.): Ariana L., Brentwood 
UFSD; Amy McCabe, individual aide; Jessica R., 
Middle Country CSD; Karen Monfre, individual aide; 
Bridgette Washington, teacher aide; Caitlin Munson, 
individual aide; Noelia F., Comsewogue CSD; 
(kneeling) Jim Leach, teacher; and Courtney C., 
Middle Country CSD (in front of Jim Leach).

Friedrich Kaiser, Rocky Point UFSD; Jessica Blanchard, Miller Place 
UFSD; Michelle DiGeronomo, Central Islip UFSD; and Michael Stitt, 
East Islip UFSD, took fi rst place in Fashion Photography.

for students to become 
engaged in real world 
events,” said Dr. Kathy 
Bedka, PLC summer 
supervisor. She noted that 
the event helps students 
with speech, physical 
therapy, and socialization 
skills, in addition to learning 
about different countries.
For the box car portion, 
students worked together 
to adopt a country’s fl ag 
and build racers. Races 
were held in three separate groups with each group’s winner qualifying to 
compete for the title of fastest box car. Iman Atalla’s class, representing 
Brazil, won group A; Jim Leach’s class, representing Columbia, won group B; 
and Maureen Sailer’s class, representing New Zealand, won in group C. Mr. 
Leach’s class was the overall winner.

The summer was all about pizza at the Masera Learning Center (MLC) 
in West Islip as students 
learned about animal and 
plant life in a fun, unique, and 
tasty manner. 
Teachers supplemented 
their curriculum with a theme 
of “farming,” according 
to Vito Silecchia, the summer 
supervisor at MLC. “It’s a 
way to infuse the curriculum 
requirements into fun 
learning materials,” he said.
In a section of the curriculum 
that focuses on plants and 

Brian I. of the Brentwood UFSD, displays the pizza Frisbee 
that won fi rst place in the tossing competition.

Masera Learning Center summer supervisor Vito 
Silecchia checks the plant and vegetable garden 
that was part of the pizza farming curriculum.
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Participating in the race is Tyler G. of the Bay Shore 
UFSD, with teacher, Ray Patuano. They were cheered 
on by Arda G., Connetquot CSD (left) and Liz Kerr-Smith, 
occupational therapist.

Marissa Nardino of the Patchogue-Medford UFSD, leapt into 
second place in Fashion Photography.

A Yummy Way to Learn
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Brett Hahn of the William Floyd UFSD and Tyler Gildersleeve of the Patchogue-
Medford UFSD practice web designs in the Computer Technology class.

Spending the Summer Exploring Careers
Remember being 
in high school 
and unsure which 
career path to 
take? Remember 
registering for a 
trade school or 
college and realizing 
later it wasn’t the 
smartest choice?
Through Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES, 
summer  career 
exploration sessions 
were available for 
eighth, ninth and 
10th graders. The 
teens investigated 

professions that included Small 
Animal Careers, Automotive Fields, 
Computer Technology, Culinary Arts, 
and Clinical Medical Assisting to see 
if they were a good fi t in preparation 
of meeting with guidance counselors 
in the fall. Sessions were available 
at Islip Career Center (ICC), 
Milliken Technical Center (MTC), 
Brookhaven Technical Center 
(BTC), and H.B. Ward Career and 
Technical Center (WCTC). Under the 
ESBOCES banner of “Educational 
Services That Transform Lives,” the 
agency provided the sessions for 
free. Registration was held in May. 
In Clinical Medical Assisting 
with teacher Mary Ann DeMillio, 
students were learning how to 
treat lacerations and serious 
injuries. Several students reported 
having medical professionals in 
their families.

William Floyd UFSD 10th grader David Pennise learns about 
different speakers and sound fi les. His interest is in producing 
and marketing music. “This course is a good experience. It’s 
very informative,” he says.

Certified nurse and instructor Mary Ann 
DeMillio demonstrates to West Islip UFSD ninth 
grader Brianna Sandler the best treatment for 
an arm laceration. “Campers” left the course 
with stethoscopes and bandages as “gifts.”

In Audio Production/
Recording Music Made 
Easy, teacher Mark Deedy 
was demonstrating special 
techniques. Enrollment for 
his course doubled this 
year. He commented, “The 
kids jumped right in and are 
getting along great even 
though they come from 
different districts. Music is 
the common denominator 
regardless of the type they 
listen to.”
In Cosmetology, teacher 
Lara Vecchio told a visitor, 
“This is an introduction 
to the profession. It’s a 
great industry with lots of 
opportunities.”
MTC Career Exploration 

Coordinator Luke Mahoney added, “We  made the experience fun 
as well as informative. After all, it was summer.”

Future singing star Crystal Hahn (right), a 
William Floyd UFSD student, practices in an 
Audio Production sound booth, preparing for 
an audition on “American Idol.” With her is 
Molly O’Neill of East Islip UFSD.


